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NasaL REGION, (continued. )—Communi- 
ating with the middle meatus is a large cham- 
ber, which occupies the interior of the upper 
maxillary bone—the antrum or maxillary 
sinus. The communicating orifice is closed 


in by the ethmoid, inferior turbinated and pal- 
tte bones, which, when covered by the soft 
parts, is reduced to the dimensions of quite a 
small opening, oftentimes a narrow slit, with 
valvular edges, and is situated where the pos- 
terior and middle third of the meatus join. 
This maxillary cavity is pyramidal in its shape, 
ad surrounded on all sides by bony walls : 
min front, by the facial surface of the upper 
hw; posteriorly, by its tuberosity or zygoma- 
tic surface; superiorly, by its orbital plate ; 
below, by the alveolar process, and on the 
inner or nasal surface, by the palate, inferior 
spongy and ethmoid bones. The relative 
tirength of its different walls vary greatly in 
diferent subjects, but probably, in the major- 
ity of cases, the orbital and nasal offer the least 
resistance. 
=. When viewed from the interior, two or three 

projections will be sgen on its lower wall 
or floor, made by the alveolar cavities, which 
‘ccommodate the roots of the last two molar 
teeth, 
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The antrum is lined by an extension of the 
nasal mucous membrane. 

Bloodvessels.—Its bloodvessels are derived 
from the superior dental arteries, which come 
from the internal maxillary. 

Nerves.—-They are the superior dental 
branches of the fifth pair. A canal, more or 
less perfect in the orbital palate, conducts the 
infra-orbital branch of the superior maxillary 
nerve to the face. The facial surface of the 
bone is overlaid by the skin, fascia, fat and 
muscles of the cheek, in front of the masseter 
muscle, and above the angle of the mouth. 
The inner side of the cheek is attached to the 
base of the alveolar process by the reflection 
of the mucous membrane of the mouth, 

In front of the opening of the maxillary 
sinus into the middle meatus, and something 
nearer its anterior part, a smaller one is situ- 
ated, which leads into the anterior group of 
ethmoid cells, and into the frontal sinuses. 

Inferior Meatus.—On the outer wall of this 
space, very near to its anterior extremity, the 
tear duct opens, frequently partially concealed 
by a duplicature of the mucous membrane. 

Practical Remarks.—The existence of an 
aperture at the anterior part of the middle 
meatus, communicating with the ethmoidal 
and frontal cells, renders it possible to intro- 
duce a small tube, through which liquids might 
be forced into their interior, should this be- 
come necessary in their diseases. To accom- 
plish this, no very specific directions can be 
given, other than those already noticed in a 
former paper, with a view to reach the meatus, 
in the anterior third of which it is situated, 
which once accomplished, by gentle and pa- 
tient manipulations against its outer wall, the 
end may be attained—I may say by a happy 
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accident. The same may be affirmed of the 
entrance to the antrum, situated a short dis- 
tance further back, in the same meatus. 
When its slit-like opening—often guarded by 
thick valvular edges, sometimes displaced or 
even obliterated by disease—is considered, the 
passage of an instrument, as in catheterism, 
must undoubtedly be a very uncertain, and in 
many cases, an impracticable operation. It is 
probably not saying too much to assert that, 
in many of the cases reported, the instrument 
has made for itself an opening into the sinus, 
rather than entering by the natural one. 

The lining of the antrum, retaining many 
of the anatomical characteristics of the mucous 
membrane of the nose, presents us with mor- 
bid conditions closely allied to those of the 
latter cavity. Thus there is maxillary catarrh, 
commencing probably as a nasal catarrh, and 
reaching the former chamber by membranous 
continuity. So there often exist papillary 
vegetations, analogous to those seen upon the 
surface of the Schneiderian membrane. It may 
become blocked up by mucus, or a polypus 
may spring from its interior. 

Growths, both of a benignant and malignant 
character, originate within its walls, in many 
cases from its pefiosteal layer, and liquid accu- 
mulations fill it up so as to form a maxillary 
dropsy. Its close proximity to the roots of 
the molar teeth and the internal olfactory 
region, would seem to suggest that many of 
its pathological conditions may be determined 
by dental or nasal disease. 

The thin structure of its walls very soon 
yield to interior formations, and as the nasal 
and orbital are the weakest, the first intimation 
of disease will probably be disclosed by ob- 
struction of the nasal fossa, or slight displace- 
ment of the eye. Afterwards the face may 
become prominent, the teeth forced down, and 
even the palatine arch, as will be discovered 
by looking into the mouth. 

The neuralgic suffering which often accompa- 
nies such interior growths is easily explained, 
when the branches of the fifth pair, which pass 
beneath its lining membrane, and through the 
infra orbital canal above, are considered. 

The prominences made by the pangs of the 
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molar teeth upon its floor, show how easily the 
cavity of the sinus may be opened in their ab. 
straction, and the facility with which it may 
be tapped. The root of the second mol 
bears the nearest relation to the cavity, andig 
the one, therefore, which should be selected 
for removal, when it is desired to penetrate the 
antrum. 

As the cheek is connected to the upper jay 
by the mucous membrane of the mouth, on 
line with the base of the alveolar processes, 
the antrum may be entered by simply detach- 
ing the cheek on the inside for a little distance, 
and applying the crown of a small trephine 
over its anterior wall. 

The tear duct communicating with the lov- 
er meatus is lined by another extension of the 
lining membrane of the nose. Its position 
near the anterior extremity of this meatus, on 
its outer wall, renders it more accessible 
than the several orifices which have been de- 
scribed in the other parts of the fosse. In 
struments may be introduced with tolerable cer- 
tainty for either dilating the canal, or washing 
it out, by conducting them along the angle of 
union between the floor and outer wall of the 
inferior meatus, until fairly beneath the ante. 
rior extremity of the inferior spongy bone, 
when, by gently maneuvering, it can be in- 
serted. There are, however, many cases in 
which the opening is a mere fissure, and %# 
defended by a fold of the mucous membranes 
to defeat all attempts to accomplish an et 
trance. Ifthe condition presented by thedead 
subject is a fair onc from which to draw a cot- 
clusion, it will certainly justify us in saying 
that, in a very great many instances, even this 
operation cannot be calculated upon with aly 
degree of certainty. 

The mucous lining of the duct, being eov- 
tinued up to the eye, will explain the injected 
and inflamed condition of the conjunetiv, 
which frequently accompanies irritation of the 
nasal membrane ; and as the fifth pair of nerve 
supply both the lachrymal glands, the tear duet 
and Schneideran membrane of the nose, ¥ 
can comprehend the watery eyes and profuse 
flow of tears which may be induced by aj 
stimulus applied to the latter. 
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Case cf Albuminuria. 
By R. S. Myers, M. D., 
Of Prospect, Pa. 

On the 25th of last June, I was very hastily 
smmoned to visit Mr. R., aged 50 years. I 
found my patient laboring under excruciating 
pain, produced by what he considered an at- 
tack of gravel. TI immediately entered into an 
examination of the symptoms of the case, and 
ascertained that my patient suffered under 
very severe pains in the loins, which he de- 
seribed as Jancinating, tearing, etc. Micturi- 
tio was not very frequent, but exceedingly 
pinfal. The urine was voided in considerable 
quantities at a time, and not unfrequently 
dightly impregnated with bloody mucus. 
The urine, under the application of tests, 
appeared to be highly albuminous, and, after 
standing ten or twelve hours, became consider- 
ably coagulated, and when shaken for a few 
minutes, had a peculiar frothy appearance in 
consequence of the abundant presence of albu- 
men. The urine varied much in its color, but 
was mostly opalescent, and upon standing, de- 
posited a small quantity of phosphatic salts ; 
itsspecific gravity, 1.020. In connection with 
the above symptoms, more or less fever ac- 
companied the affection, which was ushered in 
with a slight chill.e The abdomen was tender 
to the touch, but no edematous effusion super- 
vened throughout the whole attack, which oc. 
curred to me as rather peculiar. After cau_ 
tiously investigating the symptoms of the case, 
my diagnosis was comparatively easy. I felt, 
however, somewhat surprised at the entire ab- 
sence of the host of associated disorders so 
frequent in this discase. I informed my pa- 
tient, therefore, that he was not laboring under 
lithiasis, as he supposed, but evidently affected 
with acute albuminuria, the nature of which I 
endeavored to explain to him. 

The treatment consisted first in general de- 
pletion. The blood drawn from the arm co- 
agulated ; by heat the proportion of red cor- 
Puscles were not altered nor diminished. I 
followed general bleeding Py cups to the loins, 
which I succeeded by an emollient cataplasm ; 
for the feverish excitement I prescribed ant. 
¢t pot. tart., er. +, every third hour, in solu. 
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tion. After, the excitement being somewhat 
reduced, I ordered the vapor bath, with pulv. 
ipicac. et opii., at night. After the fever was 
subdued, and as he was laboring under con- 
siderable torpidity of the bowels, I gave him 


RK. Hyd. chlor. mit. 
Pulv. jalapee, 4% gr. x. M. 


This acted as a brisk cathartic, and I after- 
wards kept his bowels in a soluable condition, 
by administering the bitart. potasse. The 
diet in the meantime was strictly antiphlo- 
gistic. . 

Notwithstanding this treatment, the renal 
disease remained entirely unabated. I next 
established counter-irritation in the region of 
the kidneys, by means of croton oil, tartar 
emetic, ete. After which I resorted to numer- 
ous other remedies, such as turpentine, uva 
ursi, pipsissewa, copaiba, squill, etc., but the 
condition of my patient was not ameliorated in 
the least ; and as I gradually beheld my pa- 
tient becoming feeble and enemic, sinking and 
verging nearer the grave each day, I was 
almost led to exclaim— 


“‘Throw physic to the dogs—I’ll none of it!” 


At this stage of his disease, his system be. 
came much impoverished. There being little 
or no acute inflammation present, I resorted 
to such measures as were decmed best caleu- 
lated to support the strength of the patient. 
I therefore, with a view of improving the 
blood, placed him upon the chalybeates, and 
some of the mineral acids, especially the nitro- 
muriatic, in connection with a good, nutritious 
diet. My patient sunk, however, daily, and 
on the twenty-sixth day after he took the at- 
tack, he fell into a comatose condition, and 
remained so eight hours, and expired, all re- 
storative measures being in the case unavaila- 
ble. After his death, I requested a post mor- 
tem examination, which, after some hesitation 
on the part of the family, was finally granted, 
Upon dissection, the kidneys were found some- 
what indurated, and nearly of the natural size, 
beinga little larger. When laid open, the epithe- 
lial cells were slightly distended and filled by 
the deposition of oil globules. On the cortical 
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portion desquamative inflammation was per- 
ceptible. The Malpighian corpuscles were 
considerably congested. The. case was there- 
fore one of fatty degeneration, co-existing with 
desquamative inflammation of the kidneys. 

The peculiarities of the case are—Ist. The 
entire absence of the associated disorders which 
almost always accompany this disease, the 
spleen, lungs, liver, and intestines being in a 
perfectly normal and healthy condition. The 
coats of the bladder were slightly thickened. 
2d. The unsusceptibility of the patient’s sys- 
tem to be brought under the influence of the 
remedies prescribed. 3d. The comparatively 
small amount of disease, with a result so rapid- 
ly fatal. 
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Allustrations of Hospital Practice, 


PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 
December 10TH. 
Service of Dr. W. W. Gerhard. 
( Reported by Mr. J. B. Hayes.) 


Pharyngitis.—This woman has had difficulty of 
swallowing for two months. Her fauces and pharynx 
are inflamed. The affection may be distinguished 
by the huskiness of her voice, from laryngitis, in 
which the voice is stridulous. 

Treatment.—She has improved under the applica- 
tion of nitrate of silver. The only proper mode of 
using this, is a 40 grain solution, applied with a 
pencil or sponge. This never does mischief. I pre- 
fer a pencil of large size; but the parts should not 
be painted excessively. A light touching once a 
day for six or eight days, after that less frequent 
applications, will be sufficient. Some benefit may 
be derived from chewing mucilaginous substances, 
as gum, quince seeds, or slippery elm. 

I sometimes direct gargles, to the exclusion of 
nitrate of silver; and with these, as with other re 
medies, often the best are the simplest. Alum dis- 
solved in water is as good as any other. Salt and 
water, applied to the chest and throat, with friction, 
is a very efficacious remedy. It acts as a counter- 
irritant. 

As to diet, the patient should abstain from arti- 
cles which are stimulating to the throat. It would 
be absurd to break down his strength by a low diet. 

Pharyngitis is capable of being perfectly cured 
only slowly. It often returns after treatment, be- 
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coming less and legs severe; and in two or. three 
years may be cured entirely. Those who have the 
throat well protected, are not subject to this disease, 
Of all professional men, clergymen are most liable 
to it; indeed, it goes by the name of the * ¢ler. 
gyman’s sore-throat.” It does not arise from gy. 
cessive use of the voice in public speakers, for lay. 
yers, who exercise the voice perhaps as much 45 
clergymen, are comparatively exempt. The posi- 
tion assumed in reading, bending over a sermon or 
prayer book, alternating with an upright Position, 
exposes the throat toa change of temperature, and 
predisposes to this disease. I have observed that 
it is most common in those denominations in which 
custom or necessity requires this constrained and 
improper posture in speaking. 


Rheumatism.—This patient contracted the disease 
by sleeping in a damp room. It was developed firs 
in his feet; now his arms are most painful. He 
has some pain over the region of his heart; pulse 
full and frequent; respiration not affected. The 
patient was considered as doing well, and little medi- 
cation was necessary. He had taken a saline pur. 
gative at first, and was given now 5 grains Dover's 
powder every four hours. A dose of magnesia would 
be administered the next day. It was desirable to 
cause the patient as little suffering from motion a 
possible. Scudamore’s mixture obliged him to get 
up frequently. 


Progress of Cases.—(See Reporter, page 265.)— 
Pneumonia.—This patient, 42 years of age, it will 
be remembered, had pneumoni@ in the lower lobeof 
the right lung. It has now existed six days, ins 
mild form; he is already beginning to improve. 
The expectoration has become muco-purulent, snd 
is more abundant. His skin is moist and warm, 
and his respiration decidedly less frequent; pulse 
about 80, possesses the bisferiens character which 
we often find, at the close of disorders, when in- 
flammation or fever has ceased Some dullness, 
crepitant rhonchus, and rude respiration are still 
perceptible in the lower lobe. 

The treatment, as detailed on the last day—tartar 
emetic, Dover’s powder, etc.,—has been continued 
The diet is light. If the disease should persist, s 
blister will be applied. This should be used is 
the sthenic variety of pneumonia, and in slow cor 
valescence. 


Rheumatism with Pneumonia, (see REPORTER, past 
265.)—Dec. 10th. Dr. Gerhard again brought this 
case to the notice of the class. The patient wass 
young woman, in whoM acute rheumatism was om 
plicated with inflammation of the heart and lungs 
She was still too debilitated to be brought into the 
amphitheatre. ch 
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Dr: G. remarked upon the treatment of her case: 
The calomel, which had been given in half grain 
doses every two hoars, had produced slight ptyalism. 
It was, therefore, discontinued one day, and then 
renewed in the same dose once a day. She had con- 
fioued the opium and ipecac ; the latter had been 
increased to two-thirds of a grain every two hours, 
without producing nausea. The patient has im- 
proved under this treatment. Her skin is of mgre 
wiform temperature, and moist. This, in acute in- 
fammations, is a favorable symptom. Her coun- 
tenance is of better color. Her cheeks had been 
of adeep red tinge; when we find this, we may 
conclude that we have pneumonia in a severe form. 
If the patient be anzemic before the acute disorder 
comes on, We may not expect the flush. The diminu- 
tion in the frequency of respiration and the appear- 
ance of pus in the expectoration, were looked upon 
ssfavorable signs. Her pulse is still frequent, but 
imegular. There is an intense rasping sound of 
theheart. A slight intercurrent diarrhoea was to 
beascribed to the medication rather than to her dis- 
ease. He desired to impress upon the class the 
necessity of stimulants ; wine whey, carb. of ammo_ 
nis, and essence of beef, had been constantly re- 
quired. The patient was, on the whole, a great dea) 
better. 


Dec. 17th. Patient again brought before the class, 
greatly improved. The pneumonia had run its usual 
course. Its subsidence was indicated by the ap_ 
pearance of muco purulent expectoration severa] 
days ago, and now by the return of vesicular respi- 
ration in the upper portions of the lungs, and the 
appearance of crepitant rhonchus, which occurs 
always at the close of pneumonia. She had had 
double pneumonia from the beginning, but it had 
attacked particularly the left lung. Generally the 
lung last affected has a less severe and more transi- 
tory inflammation. 

There is also diminution of the heart disease ; 
her pulse is now soft; at one time it became 
feeble, and the quantity of wine was increased. The 
theumatic inflammation still remains, to some de- 
gee. Same treatment continued. 


Several cases of Pleurisy were introduced by Dr. 
G., mostly chronic, and of the double variety. Itis 
inthese cases, where the disease is developed first 
oa one side then on the other, that we often find 
phthisis occurring. Pleurisy is a disease which 
never kills of itself, and is more to be studied to- 
ward its close, than at its beginning. It requires 
“tention a good while: We have not only to cure 
the disease, but to watch its effects. The best treat- 
ment for the chronic disease, is a diluted warming 

- The occurrence of phthisis might be pre- 
vented by exercise and anti-taberculous remedies. 





One or two of these patients exhibits symptoms of 
inclination to phthisis, and they have been put on the 
use of cod-liver oil, quinine, and iron. 


Decemper 14TH. 


Pleuritic Effusions.—(See Reporter, page 265. )— 
This patient came into the house with a pericarditis, 
which was considered as resulting from an attack of 
yellow fever. There is now scarcely a sign of the 
heart disease remaining; but his illness has in- 
creased, and pleurisy of the left side, with conside- 
rable effusion, is indicated both by rational and 
physical signs. There is painin the left side; his 
cough is pleuritic, that is, it is not occasioned 
by the necessity of expectoration; it is depegdent 
more on a sensation of oppression, a feeling of un- 
easiness about the chest;-and is mainly produced 
by an effort of will—a conviction that something is 
wrong in the chest, and an effort to throw it off, 
The skin is of good temperature; pulse feeble, and 
possessing the bisferiens character; no great diffi- 
culty of respiration. 

Inspection,—Left side of the chest somewhat dis- 
tended. 

Percussion indicates a large effusion, most proba- 
bly of a thin, serous character, because his swollen 
face and feet indicates a tendency to serous effu- 
sions. In such cases, as in hydrothorax, we should 
expect/to find the heart pushed over toward the 
right side, and we here find the cardiac dullness to 
extend an inch from the right margin of the 
sternum. 

Auscultation confirms what the other signs have 
indicated: puerile respiration of the right side; ex- 
cept at the summit, scarcely a trace of vesicular re. 
spiration in the /eft lung; bronchial respiration at 
the middle, and below, a very slight friction sound 
which would be overlooked by one not accustomed 
to look for it. 

Treatment.—The feebleness of the patient indi- 
cates stimulants. He has been put on the use 
of wine whey, essence of beef, and two grains of 
quinine, three times a day. Blisters have been ap- 
plied to his chest. These will be repeated, and 
the quantity of wine and sulphate of quinia in- 
creased, as the debility of the patient seems to de- 
mand increased stimulants. 


Lypertrophy of the Heart.—This patient, a young 
man, comes in with a downcast aspect. He has a 
functional disease of the heart, with hypertrophy 
also. He is pale and anemic. His symptoms are 
partially due to a bad habit to which he is addicted. 
Although his heart beats with a good deal of force, 
we should not dose him with digitalis. If a patient 
is pallid, thin, and disposed to dropsical effusions— 
even if he has hypertrophy of the heart—we should 
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not use a debilitating treatment. With this patient | form increase in the number of this clasg of 


we are pursuing a tonic treatment, of quinia and 
iron. 


Asthma.—Two patients were brought before the 
class. Both presented the same physical sigus, an 
empbysematous percussion, and sonorous and sibi- 
lant rhonchi. The first, a male patient, had been 
on the use of lobelia and copaiba. These had dis- 
turbed the stomach, and for the last few days nothing 
had been given. His breathing has become more 
oppressed, from a change in the weather, and a blis- 
ter was directed to be applied to the upper part of 
his chest, and dry cups would be continued to the 
back. 

The second, a female, was imperfectly cured last 
spring. She is now very short breathed at night. 
She was directed to smoke a few grains of dried 
stramonium leaves, and to inhale strongly through 
a quill filled with broken camphor; paper saturated 
with nitre, also to be burnt in her room. 
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Statistics of the Establishments for the In- 
sanc in France, from 1842 to 1853, inclusive. 
By M. Lecort.—The task of condensing this 
work of M. Legoyt, itself one of close calcula- 
tion and figures, is not an easy one, and hence 
we ought to be grateful to M. Brierre de Bois- 
mont for having performed it in the Annales 
d’ Hygiéne Publique et de Medecine Léyale, 
(January, 1859.) Our satisfaction in reading 
this digest is, however, somewhat abated by 
the reflection that our limited space precludes 
its entire transfer, in an English dress, to our 
columns. As it is, our dottings will not, we 
believe, prove unacceptable to our readers. 

On the 31st of December, 1853, the number 
of establishments in France devoted to the use of 
the insane amounted to one hundred and eleven, 
of which 65 were public and 46 private. Of 
these 111 asylums, 11 were appropriated to 
persons of the male sex and 17 to females. 
Both sexes were received in 83 asylums. 
There are still twenty-five departments in which 
there is no provision made for the insane. In 
1835, for the first time, a record was made of 
all the insane who were then under treat- 
ment, and it has been continued regularly 
ever since, or to the year 1854. It appears 
from these returns that, with the exception of 
the cholera year, 1849, there has been a uni- 





subjects, rising from 10,549 in the former 
year, to 24,524 in the latter, or more thay 
duplicated in this period. The rate of jp. 
crease was 1.33 per cent. Between 1842 an 
1854, the proportion of the sexes was 9,314 
males and 10,477 females. The difference jg 
explained, not on the ground of there being a 
greater predisposition to insanity among indi- 
viduals of the other sex, but because the stay 
of men in the asylums is of shorter duration 
than that of the women, and also because the 
number of deaths are greater among the latter 
than the former. 

The proportion of the insane under treat 
ment to the entire population of France, on 
the first of January, 1851, was one in 1,676, 
whereas in 1836 it was one in 3,024, showing 
a marked actual and relative progression during 
a period of sixteen years. The increase in the 
population of France was 6.68 per cent., while 
that of the insane for the same time was 92.52 
per cent., or nearly fourteen times as great, 
The number under treatment in asylums con- 
veys an imperfect idea of the entire num 
ber of the insane. It was ascertained in the 
census of 1854, that there were 24,433 persons 
at their own residences, deprived of their res 
son, which would make a grand total of 44,97 
insane, being 1.25 in 1,000, or 1 in 796 of 
persons thus afflicted. Similar researches made 
in England have revealed the fact that more 
than half the entire number of the insane are 
deprived of the aid which is required by their 
condition. As might be supposed, those de 
partments of France which have insane asy- 
lums are those which exhibit the largest num- 
ber of insane in their houses. The annual rate 
of admissions has exceeded that of discharges 
by 766. 

As relates to the movement among inmates 
of the insane asylums, we learn that, of 95,169 
persons who were admitted into them between 
1842 and 1853, inclusive, 52,874 have beeo 
discharged, and 12,099 died; making @ 
unusual average of 7,847 admissions, 4,406 
discharges, 2,775 deaths, or 11 admissions # 
10 discharges and deaths united. Of 1,00 
admissions there were, on an average, 
males and 467 females; and in 1,000 deaths 
there were 541 males and 459 females, coms 
quently, of equal numbers admitted, the deaths 
among the men exceed considerably thos 
among the women, a fact which, as well # 
the longer stay of these latter in an J 
lum, already mentioned, explains the pt 
dominance of females over those of the 
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gex in the statistics of the population of in- 
sane asylums. 

The increase in the number of admissions 
may be explained by reference to other influ- 
ences than those of a physiological nature. 
In the first place, we must bear in mind the 
creation of new asylums, then the ameliora- 
tion in the internal management of these esta- 
blishments, the improvement in the moral 
treatment, the reputation of the physicians, 

judices against insanity, the moderate 
charge for board and lodging, the rapidity of 
intercommunications, and the gratuitous as- 
sistance rendered the indigent. Let us ac- 
knowledge, also, that wherever the human 
brain is incessantly called into play, we are 
sare to find an incfease in the number of the 
insane ; and hence, in France, in England, and 
in the United States, where the physiological 
causes are greatly multiplied, the number 
of the insane is considerable ; whereas, in Italy 
and Spain the proportion is much less; and in 
Turkey and Asia it is quite small. Of the 

ominance of moral over physical causes, 

. Brierre de Boismont entertains no doubt. 
But to be assured of this, we must obtain from 
the families interested in the cases their secret, 
which they conceal with infinite care. It is 
not by occasional intercourse that we can learn 
such avowals, as, for example, the following: 
“T have been faithless to my duty as a wife.” 
“My brother-in-law seduced me.” ‘“ My hus- 
band has basely deceived me.” “ We have 
made illicit gains.” ‘ We have perjured our- 
selves.” ‘T seduced the sister of an intimate 
friend, and he has just died under my eyes,” 
&&., &c. By the avowal of Mr. Legoyt, there 
are thousands of insane who do not come under 
treatment; and I may add, says the French 
reviewer, whom we are still quoting, that 
many others of this class are carefully con- 


cealed. Finally, the alliances by marriage’ 


between blood relations, tends unceasingly to 
extend the disease. 

“The differences in the number of insane, of 
the two sexes, have been already adverted to. 


It has been computed, in the quinquennial | 


period from 1849 to 1853, that out of 3,864 
males, there is one insane; and out of 4,473 
females, there is one similarly affected. As 
lates to age, M. Legoyt finds that women 
ween fifty and sixty years of age become 
more frequently insane than men in the same 
Period. This he attributes to the turn of life, 
othe critical epoch in the former. It is wor- 
y of remark, that celibacy yields a much 
T proportion of insane persons than matri- 
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mony. The rate in the two sexes, collectively, 
is 64.80 in a hundred, whilst in the gross 
amount of the population over fifteen years of 
age, we find only 36.74 per cent. of unmarried 
persons. 

The statistics of insanity in France must give 
rise to gloomy reflections among all those classes 
of men whose minds are in continued and 
often strained exercise, for the cure of the 
bodies and souls, and the protection of the 
persons and property, and ministering to the 
tastes and sensuousness of the people at large. 
Beginning with the last, it has been ascer- 
tained that artists furnish a proportion eight 
times greater than owners and renters of pro- 
perty, lawyers seven times more, and ecclesias- 
tics and physicians four times more. In these 
five categories united, there is one insane case 
under treatment for every 205 inhabitants, 
while in the entire population the proportion 
is 1 in 1294. 

We must here suspend the further analysis 
of M. Legoyt’s work, and part with M. Brierre 
de Boismont at the same time; but with 
the hope of being able to resume the subject, 
and speak of the reccived causes, moral and 
physical, of insanity, the differences, in this 
respect, between town and country, the pro- 
portion of cures, relapses and mortality. Ad- 
ministrative matters, including the construc- 
tion and arrangement of insane asylums, and 
the cost of support of their inmates, would 
also come within the scope of our notice. 


French Opium.—M. Roux closed a pa- 
per read to the French Academy of Sciences, 
on opium indigenous in France, by the follow- 
ing conclusions : 

1. The East India poppy furnishes a con- 
siderable proportion of opium and of seeds; 
the cultivation of this vigorous and remarkable 
species ought to be tried in those departments 
in which the extraction of the white oil is 
conducted on a large scale. This plant is 
easily acclimated in France. When sown in 
the month of October,’1857, it succeeded per- 
| fectly, and the young plants bore, without in- 
| jury the winter of 1857-8, the temperature of 
| which was as low as 14 or 18 degrees F’. below 

freezing point. This cold did not affect in any 
greater degree cither the white or the red 
poppy, which was sown at the same time and 
the same soil as the East India poppy. 
2. The pink poppy, the blind and the red 
| pink, are the species which furnish the best 
| opium. 
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3. The juice procured from these poppies 
yields more morphia than the opium of com- 
merce. 

4. The pink, the blind pink, the Indian 
poppy and the red poppy, can be cultivated in 
most of the departments of France. 

M. Roux anticipates much benefit from the 
use of indigenous opium for medicinal pur- 
pozes. It has been already administered suc- 
cessfully at his instance, by M. Duval, Chief 
Naval Surgeon at Brest. 


Neuroma.—At the Meeting of the Patho- 
logical Society of London, Nov. 15th, (Med. 
Times and Gazette,) Mr. Shillitoe exhibited a 
specimen of neuroma he had removed from 
the musculo-spiral nerve of the left arm of a 
lady, aged 30 years. It appeared to have 
been caused by a blow ten years ago. When 
first noticed it was about the size of a small 
nut; iodine paint was freely applied, and for 
some years it did not increase, but during the 
last two years it had dene so rapidly. At the 
commencement there was no pain, though it 
was always tender to the touch; recently there 
has been a good deal of throbbing pain, and it 
has caused weakness of the arm. At the 
time of its removal it was about the size of a 
billiard-ball, and on section it was found to 
enclose a large cyst, filled with a sero-sangui- 
neous fluid, and clots of blood. The tumor 
was surrounded by a thin fibrous envelope, 
continuous with the sheath of the nerve; it 
appeared to have grown from the upper and 
outer aspect of the nerve. The trunk of the 
nerve divided into two parts, which passed on 
different sides of the mass, and again united on 
leaving it. The one part is easily separated 
from the tumor, but the other dips deeply 
into its substance, and a good deal of it seems 
to be lost in it. On the microscopical exami- 


nition the tumor was found to consist chiefly 


of fibro-cellular tissue, with abundance of 
smal] rounded nuclei, and a few oval and oat- 
shaped ones. 

Mr. Ferausson related a case in which he 
had removed a neuroma connected with the 
external popliteal nerve. The tumor after- 
wards proved to have been unconnected with 
this nerve, the latter being merely spread over 
it. Ina subsequent case of neuroma of one of 
the nerves of the bronchial plexus he succeeded 
in removing the tumor without the nerve. 


Liquor Ferri Chloridiin Asiatic Cholera.— 
In a recent number of the Deutsche Klinik, a 
communication of Dr. Buchheister, of Ham- 
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burg, merits attention; a number of cage 
are adduced, to illustrate the remedial power 
of the above martial preparation in cholerg 
asiatica. 

The treatment is conducted on general 
principles. During the stage of depression 
the carbonate of ammonia, camphor, sina 
pisms, &c., are used, and then the liquor fer 
chloridi, given half-hourly, in doses of to 
drops, as the more serious symptoms of the 
disease become apparent, with an almost inva 
riably favorable result. 


Influence of the Nervus Vagus upon Respi. 
ration.—Professor Budge has experimented 
upon the effect of irritation of the pneumo 
gastric nerve, in inferior animals, and has 
arrived at the following conclusions. 

1. That in, at or near (tbe description is 
not as accurate as might be) the origin of the 
nerve, there are two nerve centres. 

2. The one controls inspiration ; the other 
expiration. 

3. By irritation of these centres respectively, 
the respiratory movements are either excited 
or arrested. If the one centre on each side is 
destroyed, death results from the cessation of 
the respiratory movements; if the other, the 
expansion and contraction of the lungs occur 
so energetically, that emphysema, and even 
tearing of the lung-structure ensues. 


Abortive treatment of Typhus Fever.—The 
Nashville Medical Record translates from the 
Gazette Médicale, a. proposition by Dr. A. 
Kortum for the abortive treatment of typhus 
fever. The means proposed by the author 
consist in the application of a lotion composed 
of a solution of chloride of calcium, fou 
grammes | about 3j] to five hundred grammes 
[about 3xvi] of water. The boy is sponged 
with this lotion three times daily, aud besides, 
there is kept applied to the abdomen a folded 
cloth saturated with the liquid. 

The observations upon which the author 
bases his proposition show that he has treated 
perfectly characterized typhus fever, the pr 
gress of which has been arrested, and the cure 
effected much sooner than if allowed its habi 
tual course. The author regards the skin# 
the principal seat of the poisonous matter that 
characterizes typhus, and he believes that it 
in the capillaries of the skin that the blo 
becomes charged with this virus, from whi 
it is disseminated into the system. According 
to this view, the chloride of calcium new 
izes the poison. The author concludes by & 
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treating his medical confréres to employ this 
node of treatment, and make known the re- 


salt. 


Tannin in Albuminous Anasarca.—The 
fillowing are M. Garnier’s conclusions, as pub- 
lished in the Med. Times and Gazette :— 

1. Tannin in the dose of Jas. to 3j. per 

diem cures anasarca, or edema when passively 
developed and coinciding with albuminous 
urine. 
2. Its curative action is manifested by the 
abundant flow of urine, which gradually as- 
sumes its normal characters by transpiration, 
esy alvine evacuations, recovery of appetite, 
ete. 
8. These signs of its action appear after the 
second day of its administration. 

4. Given in solution in doses of from gr. iij. 
to gr. vij. at a time, it produces no disturbance 
of the digestive organs. 

5. Its action seems to be primarily exerted 
on the fluids of the economy, coagulating and 
plstifying their albuminous principles. Its 
action on the solids seems to be consecutive, 
tonic, and astringent. 


At the October meeting of the Buffalo 
Medical Association, as reported by Dr. W. 
H. Butler in the WV. Y. Review, Dr. Rochester 
reported the successfnl treatment of albumi- 
ouria and dropsy following scarlet fever by 
tannin, in three cases in which he had tried it. 
The first two cases were children; both had 
convulsions and dropsy. He had first placed 
them on chlorate of pota%h and bark, then on 
iron, with no decided advantage. The quan- 
tity of tannin given was three grains at a dose, 
dissolved in glycerine and water. The urine 
in these cases was small in quantity, but con- 
tained a large amount of albumen. 


Umbilical Hemorrhage in the New-Born.— 
Dr. Thos. F. Rochester reports to the Buffalo 
Medical Association, (N. Y. Review,) a case 
of successful treatment of this intractable 
fection, by the application. of a solution of 
the perchloride of iron. The bleeding com- 
menced on the third day, from the upper eye- 

hear the inner canthus of the eye, and 
from the umbilicus. The child was large, 
weighing eleven pounds, and the forceps were 
; but no injury resulted from their use, 
and the spot from which the blood flowed, near 
eye, was entirely out of their reach. 
Nothing is said of the hygienic condition of 
mother. 
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The Prevalence of Syphilis.—The follow- 
ing, from a correspondent of the Lancet, a 
surgeon who has by no means a large practice, 
and who is surrounded by numerous other 
practitioners, exhibits a state of morality 
that is truly alarming. We fear that if the 
same thing were done here, it would be found 
that we have not much to boast of. Let it be 
borne in mind that this is the statement for 
only one week ! 


C., aged 26 years, engineer ; 
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MALES. — 


chancre upon 
glans corona. 

gentleman; chancre upon 
prepuce. 

lighterman ; chancre upon 
pubes and dorsum of 
penis. 

groom; syphilitic ulcera- 
tion of throat. 

lighterman ; syphilitic ul- 
ceration of throat. 

engineer; chancre on pre- 
puce. 

clerk ; gonorrhea. 

carpenter; ‘‘ 

engineer; 

clerk ; “ 
“ ce 


98 “ 
28 “ 


29 
30 
28 


23 
29 
28 
25 
25 
36 


40 


clerk; gonorrheal rheu- 
matism. 

tailor; gonorrheaand stric- 
ture. 


FEMALES. 


cowkeeper; tertiary, with 
nodes on right shin and 
hollow of instep. 
shopkeeper; secondary 
eruptions. 
seamstress; chancre on la- 
biz, secondary on bend 
of forearm, and ulcera- 
ted throat. 
engineer’s wife ; syphilitic 
ulceration of os uteri, 
labize and anus. 
‘‘ _laborer’s wife; disease of 
} bones of the head. 
“barmaid; syphilitic erup- 
tion of left leg. 
9 months; syphilitic eruption on 
nates. 
24 years, shopkeeper; venereal sore 
throat. 


24 “ — soldier’s wife; gonorrhea. 
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Case of Extensive Wound of Abdomen 
during Pregnancy. By S. H. Luce, M. D.— 
Transac. Ill. State Med. Soc—Summoned in 
haste to see Mrs. J. B. F., who is said to be 
nearly killed from the hooking of a cow. Ar- 
riving, found the woman in a bed in the house, 
whence she had been carried from the yard, 
where she had gone to milk. 

On examination, found a wound extending 
across the lower part of the abdomen, from 
one iliac region to the other, eleven inches in 
length, with a large quantity of intestines pro- 
truding; a much more formidable wound than 
I was anticipating, but the patient was calm, 
and seemingly very comfortable. 

After making a few vain attempts to replace 
the whole mass of intestines at once, we com- 
menced at one end of the wound, and put 
stitches at intervals of about an inch and a 
half, taking no precaution to exclude the peri- 
toneum, but only to take a deep hold with our 
stitches. We brought the wound together 
without particular difficulty, fortified our su- 
tures by adhesive strips, dressed the wound 
with cool water dressings, gave a large dose of 
morphia, and retired, feeling that we should 
have the mournful duty of burying our patient 
and neighbor in a few days, in which we were 
happily disappointed. 

The wound healed tolerably kindly by first 
intention at several intermediate points, and 
gradually by granulations, with no untoward 
symptoms, save a strong disposition to inflam- 
matory action in the right hypochondriac re- 
gion, terminating in a large abscess, opening 
through the wound of one of the sutures, about 
six weeks from the first injury. It, however, 
produced little constitutional disturbance, and 
at the end of two months I ceased my atten- 
tion to her until fourteen weeks from the time 
of the accident, when she was confined, having 
a natural labor, and a reasonably vigorous and 
healthy child, with no unusual circumstances 
attending her getting up; thus favorably ter- 
minating a period for which we had some ap- 
prehension. 

The points of interest in the above case, as 
I think, are its favorable termination, the lit- 
tle constitutional disturbance after so great an 
injury, and the manner in which the wound 





was made, although this is entirely conjectu- 
ral; but my opinion is, that it was caused by a 
blow from the side of the cow’s horn against | 
the distended abdomen, outside of the clothing, 
as none of her clothing was torn, and no blood | 
was to be seen on the cow’s horn. 
There was nothing peculiar in the treat- | 
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ment, except, perhaps, the keeping the patien: 
largely under the influence of morphia th 
first three days after the injury. 


Unaccountable Antipathies.—The follow 
instances of unaccountable antipathies, vii 
the Nashville Journal of Medicine and Sy. 
gery copies from a recent English work ent. 
tled “Ten Thousand Wonderful Things? 
etc., may have come under the notice of om 
readers before, but we give them in this em. 
nected form for easy future reference. 

“ The following are a few of the more strik. 
ing manifestations of the unaccountable feel. 
ing of antipathy to certain objects, to which» 
many persons are subject, and with instance 
of which—in a modified form, perhaps—mos 
people are acquainted : 

“ Erasmus, though a native of Rotterdam, 
had such an aversion to fish, that the smell of 
it threw him into a fever. 

‘“‘ Ambrose Paré mentions a gentleman wh 
never could see an eel without fainting. 

“There is an account of another gentleman, 
who would fall into convulsions at the sightof 
a carp. 

“ A lady, a native of France, always fainted 
on seeing boiled lobsters. Other persons, from 
the same country, experienced the same i- 
convenience from the smell of roses, though 
they were particularly partial to the odor 
jonquils or tuberoses. 

“Joseph Scaliger and Peter Abono neve 
could drink milk. 

“Cardan was particularly disgusted at the 
sight of eggs. 

“Uladislaus, king of Poland, could not bew 
to see apples. 

“If an apple was shown to Chesne, Secrets 
ry to Francis, he bled at the nose. 

“ A gentleman, in the court of the Emperm 
Ferdinand, would bleed at the nose on hearing 
the mewing of a cat, however great the dit 
tance might be from him. j 

“ Henry ITT. of France could never sit ins 
room with a cat. ; 

“The Duke of Schonberg had the sam 
aversion. 

“«M. de Lancre gives an account of a very 
sensible man, who was so terrified at seeing § 
hedgehog, that for two years he imagined bi 
bowels were knawed by such an animal. 

“The same author was intimate with avery 
brave officer, who was so terrified at the sight 
of a mouse, that he never dared to look at ove, 
unless he had his sword in his hand. 

“M. Vangheim, a great huntsman in His 
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over, would faint, or, if he had sufficient time, 
gould run away at the sight of a roasted pig. 

“John Rol, a gentleman in Alcantara, 
yould swoon on hearing the word Jana, wool, 

anced, although his cloak was woolen. 

«The philosophical Boyle could not conquer 
astrong aversion to the sound of water run- 
ning through a pipe. 

“Ja Mothe Le Vayer could not endure the 
sound of musical instruments, though he ex- 
= a lively pleasure whenever it thun- 
dered. 

“The author of the Turkish Spy tells us 
that he would rather encounter a lion in the 
deserts of Arabia, provided he had but a sword 
in his hand, than feel a spider crawling on 
him in the dark. He observes that there is 
no reason to be given for these secret dislikes. 
He humorously attributes them to the doc- 
trine of the transmigration of the soul, and as 
regarded himself, he supposed he had been a 
fly, before he came into this body, and that 
having been frequently persecuted with spi- 
ders, he still retains the dread of his old 


Chloroform in Parturition—By Dr. D. W. 
Young.—( Transactions Illinois State Medical 
Society.)—There are many cases of natural 
labor, where everything is advancing with 
proper regularity and reasonable rapidity to a 
favorable termination, and especially where the 
patients are not suffering much, where I cer- 
tainly would not advise the administration of 
chloroform. With a great many females after 
their first labors, the sufferings incident to partu- 
nition is not very severe, and being generally 
also of but short duration, it is certainly wholly 
unecessary to interfere by any artificial 
means. If I should administer it at all in 
these cases, I would certainly confine it to the 
last stage, that of the exit of the child’s head 
over the perineum. 

It seems to me that statistics and experience 
Prove, most unmistakably, that choloform is 
particularly adapted to and indicated in those 
tedious and protracted cases of labor where 
the patient’s sufferings, on account of their 
severity and great duration, become almost 
intolerable ; where there is great nervous irri- 

ity and sensibility, and consequent danger 

of ultimate exhaustion and death from the 
ig continued irritation and prostration. In 
all such cases, I would most unhesitatingly ad- 
Tse the judicious and proper administration of 
loroform, as I believe that it can and may 
administered in those cases with perfect 
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safety, and certainly with great relief to the 
patient. 

I have administered chloroform quite ex- 
tensively in my obstetric practice for over 
eight years. In an aggregate of nearly five 
hundred cases, I have administered it in a 
majority of them. In all these cases, I am 
happy to state, that I have yet to meet the 
first unpleasant symptom following its admin- 
istration, either to the mothers or their chil- 
dren. I believe that I have given chloroform 
a thorough, fair, and an impartial trial in partu- 
rition, and am pleased and compelled to say, 
that it has entirely outdone my most sanguine 
expectations. It has proved a complete suc- 
cess in every instance. I have never yet 
found an instance where I found it necessary 
to discontinue its administration after I had 
commenced its use. Nor have I ever found a 
single instance where a patient would consent 
to its discontinuance after commencing its in- 
halations. The universal cry has been, “ give 
memore!’’ I have administered six ounces of 
choloroform to one patient in labor in less than 
six hours, without producing the least un- 
pleasant effect upon either the mother or child. 


Sulphuric Ether substituted for Chloroform 
at Lyons.—The Med. Times and Gazette says 
that “At Lyons, the second city in France, 
sulphuric ether has almost universally super- 
seded chloroform both in Hospital and private 
practice; and as the result of a recent discus- 
sion at the Medical Society of that town, the 
following resolutions were passed unanimously : 
‘‘1. Sulphuric ether employed as an anzs- 
thetic is less dangerous than chloroform, no 
accident, indeed, having followed its exclusive 
and abundant employment at Lyons during 
eight years. 2. Anaesthesia may be as con- 
stantly and as completely induced by it as by 
chloroform. 3. If ether gives rise to incon- 
veniences which are not produced to the same 
extent by chloroform, these are of little conse- 
quence as compared with the dangers inherent 
to the use of the latter. 4. Ether should, 
therefore, be preferred to chloroform.” It 
was proposed that the fact of using chloroform 
should be stigmatized as imprudent; but the 
Society declined taking this step, contenting 
itself with declaring that ether fulfils the same 
indications without incurring its dangers. 


Amputation at the hip-joint with successful 
result has been recently performed on a boy 
fourteen years of age, by Dr. Buchanan, of 
the University of Nashville. 
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Reviews ond Book Haticrs. 


The Moral Responsibilities of a Surgeon: Introduc- 
tory Lecture to the Course on the Principles and 
Practice of Surgery, Delivered in the University of 
Pennsylvania, October 10th, 1859. By Henry 
H. Smitu, M. D., Professor of Surgery. 

The annual repetition of the formality of an 
introductory lecture by each teacher in an in- 
stitution, though of questionable necessity, and 
a consumption of valuable time by.an “ intro- 
ductory week,” spent in the customary display 
of eloquence or discussion of professional 
esthetics, is still not without its utility in 
occasionally developing valuable matter. 

It is only when the usual range of thread- 
bare subjects, tolerable only to the medical 
tyro, are departed from, that anything is pro- 
duced which can interest professional readers. 

To the oft-told plaintive tale of the moral 
responsibilities of the surgeon, the eloquent 
lecturer has added a practical view of his legal 
responsibilities. This important subject has 
attracted, in recent times, earnest attention, on 
account of some extraordinary litigations, in 
which it has been variously comprehended, 
and the peculiar liabilities of the profession to 
be ensnared in the meshes of the law by the 
designing. 

Jurists have, in cases quoted by the lec- 
turer, stated, through ignorance, the most silly 
opinions; and juries, swayed by their vulgar 
prejudices, have rendered the most unjust 
verdicts. 

The address is worthy of something more 

than the ephemeral destiny of an introductory 
lecture. We transcribe at random but a scrap 
of it, in hope of inducing the reader to secure 
a copy for an interesting and instructive read- 
ing : 
“The Legal practice of surgery requires, 
therefore, 1st, a sound medical education ; 2d, 
the proper degree of manual dexterity in the 
application of such means of relief as science 
has established ; and 3d, a devotion of this 
to the case under treatment. When a sur- 
geon is thus prepared, he may feel himself 
secure, though he may not be able to prevent 
litigation. 

“The laws of the land, when a man is 
properly qualified, and has thoroughly per- 
formed his duty, are ample to protect him from 
harm, and maintain him in the estimation of 
the community, on a pinnacle of fame that cor- 
responds to the amount of his skill, and the 
success of his efforts to relieve his fellow men. 
But when not thus qualified, when idle, or led 
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off by pleasure and dissipation, he either faily 
to obtain his diploma, or having progressed 
thus far in his education, ceases to advance jg 
accordance with the progress of science and 
the discoveries of more industrious surgeons; 
he not only becomes amenable to the penalties 
of the law, as exhibited in damages, propor. 
tioned to the loss that his ignorance has o. 
casioned, but exposes himself to the mor 
odious punishment of imprisonment. 

“The general existence of a humane motire 
so frequently destroys the only ground op 
which a surgeon could be charged with homi. 
cide, that it is seldom or ever suggested. 

“ The loss of life resulting from an operation, 
and the consequent loss of the services of the 
patient to some one who, benefited by them, 
has, however, not unfrequently induced the 
prosecution of surgeons, by malicious or de 
signing knaves for money, the services of the 
patient to his or her friends being in such 
cases wrongfully magnified. One hundred 
thousand dollars has been claimed? as a recom. 
pense to an injured husband for the services 
of a wife, whose accomplishments had pre 
viously enabled her to gain about three dollars 
a week toward his support; whilst the esti- 
mate made of a slightly shortened leg has, in 
some instances, been equal to the wages that 
the claimant could possibly gain during a life 
time. When surgeons have succeeded in 
escaping such mercenary prosecutions, their 
deliverance has been solely due to the estab- 
lishment of the fact, that they are thoroughly 
educated ; possessed of evident manual skill 
and dexterity, and employed all means that 
could tend to expedite the cure.” 


An Introductory Lecture: Delivered in the Philadel- 
phia School of Anatomy. By D. Hayes Acysv, 
M. D., Lecturer on Anatomy, Surgeon to the 
Philadelphia Hospital, etc. Published by the 
Class. 


The well chosen subject of this address, is 
the history of the several anatomical and 
physiological discoveries which, through 4 
succession of centuries, finally furnished the 
materials from the chaos of which the gre 
Harvey solved the problem of the circulation 
of the blood. The address glows with the 
ardour of dne long and patiently devoted 
anatomical pursuits ; with whom for years the 
cadaver has been a daily and nightly com 
panion, and whose accomplishments, a8 # 
accurate anatomist, are not exceeded. 





? Carvill versus Horner and Smith. Philadelphia, Nisi Pri 
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The closing paragraphs, as the following, 
we eloquent and well-timed words of counsel 
sod warning, impressed with heart-felt earnest- 
yes for the moral welfare of the student, 
ast, as he generally is without the guardian 
influences of friends and home, in the attrac- 
tive way of metropolitan temptation : 

“Jarge cities, gentlemen, are great centres 
ofboth good and evil. In them are collected 
il the elements of wealth, power, intelligence 
wd refinement ; and so also all the influential 
sencies of poverty, ignorance and vice, in their 
post concentrated forms, The three great 
nissionaries of the devil are wine, harlots and 

ing. These have made this otherwise fair 
world a place of tears, sorrow and misfortune. 
Wine will mock your strength, debase your in- 
tellect, and sting your heart like a viper; the 
harlot will rob you of your manhood, banish 
illself-respect, and thus, soul-polluted, conduct 
you by the shortest route to the profoundest 
depth of ruin and self-degredation ; and gam- 
ing will beggar you in circumstances, and 
drive with the lash of infatuation to the most 
desperate issues. * * ° 

“Start out, then, with the determination to 
rseat, as personal insults, all invitations to 
whwful indulgence ; regard your opportuni- 
ties and talents as moral trusts, to be faithless in 
the use of which involves higher consequences 
thin those of mere intellectual indifference ; 
kt the spirit of systematic study and industry 
penetrate your minds, and a proper moral 
witiment imbue your spiritual nature, and 
you will have erected a breakwater against 
vhich the waves of metropolitan vice and 
temptation may beat in vain.” 





Dr. Battey’s method of treating Vesico- 
uginal Fistula.—We learn from the Lancet 
tat Dr. Robert Battey, of Rome, Georgia, has 
tilled the attention of the Obstetrical Society 
if London to his new method of treatment, 
ad apparatus for vesico-vaginal fistula. Mr. 
faker Brown did not consider it an improve- 
ment on Bozeman’s modification of Sims’ 
operation. . 

The surgeons of this city depend more upon 
wire suture alone than on buttons of any 
ind, though when these are used, a modifica- 
in of Sims’ apparatus, suggested by Dr. 
Amew, and described in the Reporter for the 
ad April last, is the one ordinarily em- 

ye, 
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PHILADELPHIA, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1859 


AMERICAN SUBSERVIENCY TO FOREIGN 
ORIGINAL RESEARCH. 

Only a careless glance at the collections of 
works in our public and private medical libra- 
ries, and on the shelves of our publishers of 
medical literature, will suffice to show that we 
are, in a great degree, dependant on foreign 
investigators in the several departments of 
medical and surgical science. Although we 
have some names who have done honor to 
themselves and to this country by their efforts 
to add to the sum of medical knowledge, but 


tardy justice is done to them in our halls of 
learning. While the names of Bernard, Hall, 


Rokitansky, Velpeau, Cooper, Watson, Simp- 
son and a host of others, equally as distin- 
guished in their several branches—and, we 
may add, as justly so—are constantly on the 
lips of our professors and clinical teachers, we 
but seldom hear the names of our own ob- 
servers, albeit many of them are as learned, 
and as diligent, and capable of investigating, 
and recording their observations, as any of 
the distinguished men were, and are, who are 
named or alluded to above. 

But, in this country, investigators in the 
various departments of medical science, and 
especially those appertaining to anatomy, phy- 
siology, pathology and therapeutics, labor un- 
der some disadvantages, which we propose 
briefly to mention, in the hope that our doing 
so will have the effect of drawing public atten- 
tion to a subject which demands a decided 
change of policy over that hitherto pursued : 

1. There is no doubt that habit has some- 
thing to do with this subserviency to foreign 
original research. 

2. The ability, learning and diligence of 
foreign investigators has commanded our re- 
spect, but not content with according that, we 
have given them our homage. 

3. The large cities of Europe contain a 
much more numerous class of people in the 
humbler walks of life who resort to hospitals 
and dispensaries for treatment—and those pub- 
lic institutions are much more open to students 





294 


and practitioners, than they are in this country. 
This is in marked contrast with— 

4. The narrow policy of our public institu- 
tions, which are in a great measure practically 
closed to the practitioner, and a small portion 
of one class only of them—the hospitals— 
barely tolerate the presence of students four 
hours a week for “a consideration.” Many 
of our hospitals, and all our dispensaries, are 
entirely closed to both practitioner and student, 
excepting only those who are needed by these 
charities—many of which are wealthy corpora- 
tions—to attend upon their sick, and enough 
are found who do it willingly and without 
compensation, merely for the sake of the 
honor and position they gain. Our hospitals 
should be freely open at proper hours every 
day to both practitioners and students, and 
those who are capable, and disposed to do so, 
should have the privilege of forming classes 
for the purpose of imparting instruction to 
students at ourdispensaries. Many of the poor, 
who are now attended gratuitously at their 
houses by physicians equally as poor—and who, 
we may add, will be likely always to remain 
so—should go to the hospital or dispensary for 
treatment, and this would widen the field for 
the cultivation of medical knowledge. 

5. But there is also a backwardness on the 
part of our investigators, in making known the 
results of their investigations through the 
right channels. Instead of publishing them 
to the profession in short practical essays, 
through medical journals frequently published, 
and thoroughly read by thousands of readers, 
they conceal them in long, wordy essays in 
monthly and quarterly journals, or read them 
before a medical society, whose publications, if 
they make any at all, merely circulate among 
the members and their immediate friends. 
And this leads us to mention— 


6. The mistaken policy of our hospitals and 
medical associations, in making the practice of 
the one, and the proceedings of the other, so 


difficult of access to those who have it in their” 


power to benefit them, and those connected with 
them, and at the same time instruct the mass 
of the profession throughout the country, by 
giving them publicity. This is far from being 


EDITORIAL. 
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the policy of those European institutions ani 
societies, whose practice and proceedings ap 
so frequently quoted in our medical journals, 

We have thus, in as few words as possible, 
indicated some of the reasons why the profes 
sion of this country rely so much on ther. 
searches of foreign laborers, and would com. 
mend the subject to our readers as worthy of 
thought and reflection, which, it is hoped, vill 
not end there, but lead to action. 


HOMEWARD BOUND. 


Just as we are going to press, we learn that 
through extraneous influences operating upon 
the minds of. a portion of the medical sto. 
dents in this city from the Southern States, 
sudden impulse has seized upon them to aban. 
don the medical institutions of this city and 
go in a body to the South, in the expectation of 
completing their course of lectures in some of 
the numerous excellent medical colleges in that 
section of the country. We cannot but think, 
however, that they have acted unadvisedly, and 
that they will yet see cause to regret the cours 
they have chosen to pursue. There was m 
real cause why they should practically loses 
whole winter’s instruction, for however well 
they may be instructed in the colleges to which 
they may go in the South, the excitement by 
which they have suffered themselves to be led 
away, must unfit them for a profitable pursuit 
of their studies during the remainder of the 
winter. The medical profession should have 
no sympathy with the ultra political feeling 
whether it exists in the North or in the South, 
that would lead to such results. 

But we are disposed to doubt whether politi 
cal feeling is all that underlies this movement 
It is well known that systematic efforts have 
been made for years past, in some parts of 
the South, to prevent students coming to the 
North. These having been wholly unsucce® 
ful, advaritage seems to have been taken of 
existing political excitement, to create a rev 
sion of feeling in favor of Southern medica 
teaching, and the engineers of the affair have 
had the wisdom to carry out their plans bys 
coup, before the “sober second thought” hal 
time to take possession of the students. 
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The following paragraph from the Richmond 
Inquirer of the 19th inst , will give a clue to 
the plan adopted to bring about this result : 


Goop News ror RicHMOND AND THE SouTH.—On 
Saturday evening a despatch was received by the 
fealty here from Philadelphia, asking upon what 
tems the Richmond Medical College would receive 
me hundred and fifty Southern medical students for 
the present session. The Faculty very promptly 
snd properly replied that, as the said students had 
already paid their college fees in Philadelphia, they 
would be cordially received here, and be instructed 
without cost, save only that those who should gradu- 
ate would be expected to pay their graduation fees. 
Wetake it for granted that the proposition will be 
accepted, and that thus a very important step will 
be taken for building up our Medical College, and 
siding in the independence of the South. 


It is reported that in this city about two 
hundred students have yielded to this sudden 
impulse to leave for the South, the majority 
of them going from the Jefferson College and 
the others from the University. We are 
disposed to think that many of them will yet 
yield to better counsels. 

Uf the immediate exciting cause of the 
stampede we have not at present any very 
definite information. It is certainly not from 
wy dissatisfaction with the schools, the facul- 
ties of which have thus far been treated with 
the utmost deference, and the students have 
continued their usual attention to the lectures. 
Asimilar movement is taking place in New 
York, and a deputation of students to confer 
with those in Philadelphia have arrived. The 
largest number of those about leaving are from 
the Jefferson College, that institution having 
the largest class, with probably the greatest 
proportion of Southern students among them. 

Such an extreme measure, which could take 
place but during a temporary popular excite- 
ment, cannot permanently affect the great na- 
tional medical schools which, with many advan- 
tages of location, are centered in this city, and, 
asin the course of nature, that which is vio- 
lent is of short duration, and as ultra move- 
ments are attended with extreme fluctuations, 
We may soon expect reason to prevail where 
excitement now controls, and that a reaction 
in the contrary direction will be the result. 





THE NEW YORK MEDICAL PRESS. 


In reply to a correspondent two weeks ago, 
we expressed a suspicion that the Press had 
gone to the place where all good medical 
journals go—when they die. We had not seen 
a copy since the 22d of October last, and could 
in no other way account for its absence. A 
recest mail, however, brought copies of the 
Press from Nov. 12th to Dec. 10th, inclusive, 
looking as bright and fresh as ever. The 
probability is that by some accident our name 
had been omitted from the mail book. 

If any of the readers of the Reporrer wish 
to hear what Professor Bedford has to say on 
the Practice of Midwifery, or to be posted in 
the practice of the New York hospitals, or 
possess the official reports of the New York 
Pathological Society,! they should subscribe to 
the Press. Vive la Presse! 

By the way, will the editors please forward 
us copies for Oct. 29th and Nov. 5th, to com- 
plete our files. 





Correspondence. 


Powesheik county, Iowa, 12th mo. 7th, 1859. 
EpiTors Reporter :—The health of this section 
of Iowa is generally good, though the past season 
there has been rather more sickness than usual, 
principally intermittent and remittent fevers. Our 
most troublesome complaint has been diphtheria, 
from which there has been a few deaths, altogether 
(so far as my information extends) among children. 
The climate of this portion of Iowa appears to exert 
a favorable influence on many chronic ailments ; and 
individuals removing here from the malarious re- 
gions of Indiana, almost invariably improve in ap- 
pearance, and increase in weight. We have, per- 
haps a fall proportion of rheumatism. This is not 
attributable to the climate, but to the fact that many 
remove hither in moderate circumstances, who after 
securing a farm have not sufficient means left to 
build a really comfortable house, and to dress ac- 
cording to the severity of the winter weather. The 
thermometer stands this morning 13° below zero, 
which, with the breeze that frequently blows over 
our prairies, is suggestive of buffalo overcoats and 
seal skin caps. 





' Which, however, we strongly suspect are made, 
partially at least, from our own phonographic re- 
ports, which see the light first. 
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I sincerely hope the new rheumatic medicine may 
prove to be not merely a medicine, but a remedy for 
that hitherto intractuble disease ; the more espe- 
cially since, in my own case, (chronic rheumatism, ) 
upon consulting the medical cyclopedist of America, 
he informed me I would just ‘‘ have to bear it.” 

Respectfully, B. H. 


Prums and Aisrellang. 


The Medical Classes.—Although the cata- 
logues of the colleges have not yet been pub- 
lished, there is evidence of the presence of 
larger classes in each of the institutions of this 
city than at any previous session. The very 
large lecture rooms of the University of Penn- 
sylvania are thronged as we have never before 
seen them. At the Jefferson College, the ad- 
dition of extra seats, rendered necessary for 
the accommodation of the increased size of the 
class, shows that the largest medical class in 
existence, is still growing larger. ‘The Penn- 
sylvania College seems, by the size of the class, 
to have gained in popularity by its late fusion, 
and has taken the flood which is destined to 
lead it to the highest success. 

Here are now centred the most popular 
medical institutions, collegiate and clinical, in 
this country; whose eminent positions have 
enabled them to command, without any local 
bias, the services of teachers of the greatest 
talent from all portions of the republic. 

To these advantages are added opportuni- 
ties, elsewhere unequalled, for devoting par- 
ticular attention to specialties and subjects col- 
lateral to medicine, by the number and variety 
of private courses, conducted by talented lec- 
turers, and continuing throughout almost the 
entire year. Libraries and other facilities are 
provided for the student, and many social ad- 
vantages are presented to him in the way of 
Wistar and medical club entertainments, which 
make his studentship in Philadelphia as agree- 
able as it is advantageous. 


Origin of the Electric Telegraph.—Dr. Har- 
nel, of the Imperial Academy of Sciences at 
St. Petersburg, has been engaged in making 
researches into the — history of the electric 
telegraph, and claims that it was invented ori- 
ginally, fifty years ago, by Semmering, the 
anatomist and physiologist. In July and 
August of 1809, he devoted his thoughts and 
energies to constructing a galvano-chemical 
telegraph, and on the 6th of August he noted 
in his diary,—“ Tried the entirely finished in- 





strument, which completely answers my ¢. 
pectations.” Baron Larrey, Surgeon in (hie 
of Napoleon’s army, was the bearer of one of 
Soemmering’s instruments to the National Jp. 
stitute in Paris. He operated successfully 
it at Munich, before the Academy of Sciences, 
and his instruments were also su 

used at Vienna and at St. Petersburgh. Jar. 
rey presented Scemmering’s instrument and 
memoir to the National Institute at Paris 
where it was referred to Biot, Carnot, Charles 
and Monge, but whether they ever reported on 
it is not stated. 


—_— 


Enterprise.—The Nashville Journal of Med. 
icine and Surgery is very enterprising in ity 
efforts to keep its readers advised of matters of 
interest to the profession. For instance, the 
last number contains an obituary notice of the 
late Dr. Harney, U.S. A. For a more full 
notice we refer the Journal to the Reportar 
for Oct. 1st, 1858! 


Short Allowance.—Some of our readers may 
observe that we have put them on short allow. 
ance this week. This is in consequence of the 
temporary absence from home of one of the 
editors and the fact that the duties of the 
other are at such a distance from the printer 
that it was not convenient to communicate with 
him in season to supply the deficiency. This 
deficiency will be made up—indeed, it has 
already been made up six times told, since this 
volume commenced. 


A New Way of Raising Money.—The Lar 
cet publishes the following caution : 

“ We wish to give a caution to the faculty 
of provincial hospitals respecting a person 
the name of John Kilpatrick Rutherford, 
carpenter, from Ireland, who has a small i 
lent ulcer on the leg, for. the cure of which he 
obtains admission into an hospital; he thes 
sends to the surgeons, matrons, treasurers & 
others, long pieces of doggrel poetry, praising 
in most fulsome language every person ¢0l- 
nected with the hospital, the whole object a 
which is to solicit charity.” 


The Committee of Management of the Ve 
nereal Hospital at Lyons, France, have d 
that funds should be provided for an atlas of 
drawings representing pathological appearanoes 
peculiar to venereal diseases. Asi 

Our own hospitals should do something ™ 
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the interest of pathological anatomy, by at 
ast appointing competent pathologists as a 
of their corps of medical officers; and it 
would be a very small compensation to a pro- 
fession that contributes so liberally to the sup- 
of our charitable institutions, by giving 
wrequited labor, if they would, as some of the 
futopean hospitals are doing, appropriate 
funds, as above, to advance in knowledge a 
ion to which they are in every way so 

puch indebted. 


Artificial Premature Delivery and the Holy 
Se.—The Gazette Hebdom. copies the follow- 
ing from Ann. Med. de la Flandre Occiden- 
tale : 
“Dr. Finizio, assistant physician accouchour 
at the University of Naples, lately used 
douches to excite premature delivery at seven 
months, in the case of a young, ricketty and 
nisshapen woman, who measured only three 
inches in the antero-posterior diameter of the 
inlet of the pelvis, and two inches in the same 
diameter of the outlet. The operation was 
crowned with the most complete success, the 
mother and child having both done well. This 

ice, which had been adopted after a pub- 
consultation in the course of the clinical 
instraction given by Dr. Finizio, in which con- 
sultation the students also were invited to give 
their opinion, was highly condemned by seve- 
nl papers, amongst which, one in particular, 
called The Omnibus, was the most vehement. 
Made uneasy by these attacks, and somewhat 
troubled in his own conscience, Dr. Finizio ap- 
plied to the metropolitan archbishop for en- 
lightenment. It would appear that the worthy 
prelate was puzzled by the question, and he 
forthwith referred it to the divines of the col- 
legate church of San Giovanni Maggiore. 
From this court the matter was carried to the 
Penitentiario of the Holy See, who answered 
in the following terms. It will be seen that 
the question is left open as regards premature 
delivery when the foetus is not viable: ‘Si in- 
igatur partus immaturi qui preevenit ordi- 
mtlum nature cursum, ita tamen ut foetus 
“aM maturitatem absecuturus feurit, ut in lu- 
tm editus vivere possit, affirmative.—Datum 

, &c.: Card. Castracano.’” 


Prof. Lebert of Zurich, has been selected as 
successor to Frerichs, whose resignation 
othe University of Breslau, we a short time 
49 Noticed. A worthy successor to the emi- 
tent clinical teacher. 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 





297 


The Grand Dutchess Maria, of Russia, has 
been astonishing the élite of Paris by visiting 
the Hospital La Riboisiére, considered to be 
tKe model hospital of Europe. It is said that 
on her return to St. Petersburg, the Princess 
proposes to build a hospital of 150 beds for 
women. 

If the ladies of some of our weathy families 
would occasionally visit our hospitals it would 
do them no harm, and might result in benefit 
to the unfortunate poor, especially of their 
own sex. It was by the co-operation of the 
ladies, that Dr. Sims was enabled to establish 
the Women’s Hospital in. New York. 


Army Intelligence.—Assistant Surgeon W. 
I. L. Engle has been assigned to Camp Cooper, 
Texas, 

Surgeon James Simons has been assigned to 
Fort Mason, Texas. 

Assistant Surgeon R. Potts has been ordered 
to proceed to San Antonio, and report in per- 
son to the commanding officer of the Depart- 
ment of Texas for orders. 

0 


Go Correspondents. 

Medicus.—Bills for medical services rendered at police stations 
have frequently been collected. We do not know whether pay- 
ment from the municipal government ean be legally enforced 
but the Councils have on various occasions ordered such bills to 
be paid. 

COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED.— Alabama, Dr. W. C. Larkin— 
Jowa, Dr. B. Hinchman, (with encl.,) Dr. Moses Cousins, (with 
encl.)— Kentucky, Dr. George Cowan, (with encl.)}—North Caro- 
lina, Dr. D. A. Montgomery--New Jersey, Dr. J. Henry Clark, 
Dr. Jos. Sheppard, (with encl.,) Dr. J. Blane, (with encl.)—New 
York, Dr. John Swinburne, (with encl.,) Tilden & Co., 2, Dr. 
Thos. W. Blatchford, (with encl.,) —Pennsylvania, Dr. G. W. 
C. James, (with enel.,) Dr. 8. K. Myers, (with encl.)— South Caro- 
lina, Dr. F. ¥F. Gary, (with encl.)—TZennessec, Drs. Dashiel and 
Chester. 


Office Fayments.—Dr. C.C. Foote, Dr. J. Gegan, Dr. Chas. 
£mith, Jr., Dr. Charles Waage. 
0 


MARRIAGES. 


Haxrorp-—RarmMonD—In New York, on the 14th instant, by 
Rev. E. L. Jones, William H. Hanford, M. D., of Brooklyn, to 
Miss Harriet Raymond, of Port Jervis, N. Y. 


DEATHS. 


Dewrzs—On the 6th inst., at his residence, in Livingston, Mis- 
sissippi, after a severe illness, Dr. Oscar L. Dewees, son of the late 
Professor Wm. P. Dewees, of the University of Pennsylvania. 


Paurs—Dr. John Phillips, of Mellonville, Columbia county, 
N. Y., was instantly killed by a train of the Hudson and Boston 
Railway on the 17th inst. Dr. P. was walking on the track at 
the time. 


Died, on Wednesday ing, the 7th inst., in Baltimore Hun- 
dred, Sussex co., Del., of Hemorrhage of the Lungs, Dr. George 
R. Truitt, in the 28th year of his age. 








ADVERTISEMENTS 


J. M. MIGEOD, 
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HE PATENT HAND AND ARM are now made 0 a 
imitate nature very perfectly in appearance and motion, 


THE PATENT LEG has been in use 12 years, and the ip 
ventor has received (over all competition.) fifty most honorary 
awards from distinguished scientific societies in the principal 
cities of the world; among which awards are the great Mzpug 
of the Wortp’s Exarsition in Lonpon and New York. Nearly 
3,000 limbs in daily use, and an increasing patronage, indicate 
the satisfaction PaLMzR’s Patents have given. vg 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 1ith, 1858, 


My Dear Sir:—I am really very much tified to find thst 
your ingenuity and perseverance have at length accomplished 
what the profession has so long waited for in vain—a useful Ar. 
tificial Hand and Arm. The models you showed me the other 
day appear to accomplish every indication, and are worthy com. 
panions to your unequaled “ Artificial Legs.” After many years 
observation of the working of the latter, I am compelled tor 
peat, what I have already expressed in writing, that neither 
in Europe nor America is there an instrument of the kind, in 
my judgment at least, worthy of comparison with them. 


Trusting that you will continue your efforts to relieve your 
afflicted fellow creatures, I remain, very sincerely yours, 
THomas D. Murrer, 
Emeritus Prof. of Surg. in the Jefferson Med. Col., Phila 
B. Frank Pater, Esq., &c., &c. 
Pamphlets, giving full information, sent gratis to every ap 
plicant. 


116, t. f. B. FRANK. PALMER, 





DR. McCLENACHAN’S 
MECHANICAL SURCERY, 


NO. 50 NORTH SEVENTH STREB!, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Where Physicians may be supplied with all kinds of appl: 
ances for the treatment of weaknesses and deformities, such # 


TRUSSES, 


ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS, 


Shoulder Braces, 
LACE AND ELASTIC STOCKINGS 


SPINAL APPARATUS, 


AND INSTRUMENTS FOR ALL DEFORMITIES 


His long experience in the practice of medicine and sarge7 
enables him to comprehend and construct any article to met 
the wants of physicians describing their peculiar cases. 

Having devoted the last ten years exclusively to the manuis 
tare and application of Surgical Apparatus, he will guarentee # 
furnish such articles as have no superior in mechanical shill s! 
adaptation to the cases requiring them. » 





